News From The Haven

MAY JUNE 2025

ABOVE LEFT: A
generation phot c
Broquard (center

her ggreegit andson,
Quentin James Z
man . At | ef-t i
grandmot her , Nan
mer man. And at I
grandpa Tory Zim
and new father, |
ABOVE RI GHT: E
Wi egand, Darl ene
sperger and Col |l
ter show their g
for St.6& Phay. ck
AT LEFT We e
visiting t he Co
Center i n Chat
Mar y Cat herine
hosts (seated at
ma Har ms, Donna
man (seated at r
Wal ker , Del or es
Joyce Bl uni er ar
Anl i ker .

An Apostolic Christian community where choice is valued, growth is encouraged and life abounds.
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Reflections From Rick

i Rick Plattner, Director of Public Relations

Put God First . ..

That advice sounds logical, doesn’t it? Undoubtedly,
most people of faith would want to practice this.

In reality, we might need to give this a little deeper
thought. Why is it important to put God first?

In Matthew chapter 6, the importance of trusting
God to provide for all our needs is shared. The conclu-
sion is that God knows us and He will provide. Matthew
6:31 says, “But seek ye first the kingdom and God, and
his righteousness; and all these things shall be added
unto you.” A promise that, if we seek Him first, God will
take care of us.

A practical application of this can be found in the Old
Testament book of I Kings 17. The prophet Elijah was in
hiding from King Ahab after he shared the message from
God to the king that there would be no rain for three
years. God led Elijah to a brook of water so he could
drink and even commanded the ravens to feed him
there. Eventually, the brook dried up and God sent him
to the town of Zarephath. There God led him to a widow
woman to sustain him.

Let’s take a moment to consider Elijah’s lot. It must

bring him food. And now the brook was dried up and
where would he find water?

The word of the Lord came to him, and he was told
that God had commanded a widow woman to sustain
him. How could a poor widow meet his needs? Yet,
though it seemed strange, Elijah obeyed God’s direction.

When he came to the widow’s house, he asked for a
little water and a morsel of bread. She told him she had
only enough oil and meal to make cakes for herself and
her son. She was going to prepare what she had, and
they would eat it and die. There was nothing left to give
to Elijah.

Elijah told her to not to fear. He encouraged her to do
as she had planned, but first he requested her to bring
him a little cake made from the meal. He told her God
said that the barrel of meal would not waste, and the
cruse of oil wouldn’t fail until God sent rain upon the
earth. What an example of putting God and His will first
and of trusting God! The widow did as Elijah command-
ed, and God’s word came true.
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