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THIS GOLF CART full of people are enjoying the music 
of the Amos and Margaret Raber family at our annual Ice 
Cream Social. Although the evening got quite cold, many  
said it was well worth getting chilled. 
TOP RIGHT: óTis the season for bike rides and youôll like-

ly see our bike cruising around town! Colleen Walter and 
Roberta Meyer are powered by Connie Wlos (at back).  
BELOW: In celebration of Therapy Week, our therapy 

team set up games on the patio. Pictured here are Melissa 
Banwart and Linda Armstrong. Who says therapy has to be 
boring? 

DON KAUF-
MANN looks like 
he is impersonat-
ing Uncle Sam 
for the Fourth of 
July. 

 
PICTURED 

BELOW: Dolores 
Haberkorn, Karen 
Leman and Mar-
tha Smith enjoy 
fresh sweet corn. 
Thanks to those 
who donated! 
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ñRick Plattner, Director of Public Relations  

WE HOSTED a huge overflow crowd for the Ice Cream Social and we enjoyed music with the Amos & Margaret Raber Family 
Singers. If youôre seeing this photo in color, note the beautiful sky! You can see the newsletter in color on the Fairview Haven website. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 



J   Welcome to Fairview Haven    J 
Fairview Estates dweller Henry 
Steffen is here for a rehab stay. 
 

Leonard Roth came for a time of 
rehabilitation. He hopes to return to 
his Fairbury home soon. 
 

Beth Maier moved in from East 
Haven Condos. Sadly, she passed 
away soon after. Her obituary is on 
page 9. 

We welcome Fairbury resident 
Marilyn Wells to Angel Avenue. 
 

Stan Etter of Fairbury was here 
for a time and has returned home 
with his wife, Connie.. 
 

Saybrook resident Darrel 
Simpsen was here for a time be-
fore he passed away. His obituary 
is on page 4.  

 

Dolores Haberkorn came from 
Fairview Estates for a short time. 
Sadly, she passed away; see her 
obituary on page 4. 
 

We welcome Edna Steidinger  
from Fairview Estates. 
 

Chatsworth resident Shirley Kietz-
man came for a time of rehab and 
has returned home. 
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Harvest of Sharing highlights 
As of this writing, we are about to 

launch our Harvest of Sharing website 
for 2024 and you can start viewing the 
items! Weôre excited about the 300+ 
items we have already listed and weôll 
be adding more week by week. 
Special Meals is quite a popular 

category and weôre happy for the ones 
we have listed as of now: authentic 
Chinese cuisine with Jordan Moser and 
cousins, A Taste of Tuscany Italian 
cuisine, Woody & Bubbaôs fare, au-
thentic Switzerland raclette, A Leap of 
Faith Catering, Coffee Steamer Cater-
ing, authentic Indian cuisine with Avril 
Prabakaran, a musical feast (steak and 
singing), lakeside dining and taco bar 
at Dos Fuentes new event center. See 
the Harvest of Sharing website for 
more details. And if youôd like to add a 
meal to the list, please let us know. J 

 
The 2024 silent auction will be 

open for bids at 10 AM on Monday, 
Oct. 28. 
You can keep up with all the auc-

tion news by checking the website: 
www.harvestofsharing.org. This site 
can also be easily accessed from a link 
at the top of the main page of Fairview 
Havenôs website: fairviewhaven.org. 
You can visit the site at any time 

prior to bid opening and look at the 
items. We are busy adding items day 
by day. And you can pre-register for 
bidding at any time. 
When you pre-register, you will be 

asked to input credit card information.  
NOTE: If you prefer to pay by 

check rather than credit card, please 
notify Sally or Anna ASAP 
(sfehr@fairviewhaven.org or abah-
ler@fairviewhaven.org). Your credit 
card info is still required to be on file, 

but we will not charge to your card. 
(Credit card charges for auction items 
wonôt be applied to your credit card 
until several days after the close of 
bidding.)  

 

BIDDING AND  
BID ASSISTANCE 
Bidding is only electronic with the 

online auction platform that we use. 
We recognize that not having in-
person viewing and bidding makes it 
difficult for some of our supporters to 
participate in the auction. Weôd love to 
have you still participate. If you would 
like assistance, you can contact Sally 
(815.692.6704) or Anna B. 
(815.692.6714) who can assist you 

with placing bids. Or you can make an 
appointment to stop by Fairview Ha-
ven to view items and/or bid on our 
iPads. 
Since the auction is all online, out-

of-area or out-of-state bidders can easi-
ly participate. We welcome you and 
will work with you to get your items 
sent to you. 

 

MINIMUM BID RAISES 
Minimum bid raises are set accord-

ing to the value of the item. For items 
valued less than $50, the minimum bid 
raise will be $1. For items valued at 
$50-$199, the minimum bid raise will 
be $3. For items valued at $200-$499, 
the mini-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 

JOYFUL SOUND is presenting an hour of music for bidding on the Harvest of Shar-
ing auction. Pictured (L-R) are: Brenda Bachtold, Ted Bachtold, Marsha Lanz, Paula 
Kelson, Dale Dotterer and Abram Zehr. 
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 In Loving Memory Of . . .  
Funeral services for Eldora Cog-
gins, 81, were held Thursday, July 
18, 2024 at Haensel-Oswald Funeral 
Home in Minier. Eldora passed away 
on July 12. Eldora had previously 
lived in Fairview Suites. Surviving 
are her children, David Schumm of 
Reserve, NM, Sheila (Robert) Pow-
ers of Fairbury, Dawn (Jon) Hurt of 
Fairbury and Annette (Jon) Thomp-
son of Bloomington; stepchildren, 
Paula Pope of Willow Brook, Jerome 
(Angela) Coggins of Richmond, TX 
and Lori (Garry) Lockwood of Pekin; 
24 grandchildren; 46 great-
grandchildren; one sister, Sandra 
Shawgo of Mackinaw; one sister-in-
law, Judy Cremeens of Deer Creek; 
one brother-in-law, Chris Rasmus-
sen of IA; and many nieces and 
nephews. . Eldora worked as a CNA 
in Hopedale and Morton nursing 
homes. She also worked at Schmittôs 
Grocery Store and did home health 
care. She attended the Faith Fellow-
ship church in Fairbury. 
 

David Steidinger, 82, of Fairbury, 
passed away Tuesday, July 30, 
2024. Dave came to the Fairview 
Haven community in 2022.  His fu-
neral was Aug. 5 at the Fairbury Ap-
ostolic Christian Church, where he 

attended. He is survived by his chil-
dren: Debbie (Steven) Vaughan of 
Fairbury; Dayton (Teresa) Steidinger 
of Sibley; Daniel (Valerie) Steidinger 
of Clifton; Darrel (Shannon) Steiding-
er of Colfax; Davida (Tony) Moreland 
of Colorado; Derrick (Joslyn) 
Steidinger of Fairbury; Dustin 
(Cynthia) Steidinger of Cropsey; 
brothers and sisters: Marjorie Edel-
man of Sabetha, KS; Velda (Karl) 
Glueck of Tremont; Charles (Joann) 
Steidinger, Barbara (Ronald) Kaeb, 
Eldon (Darlene) Steidinger and 
Thomas (Dianne) Steidinger, all of 
Fairbury and Judy (Terry) Bachtold 
of Strawn; 31 grandchildren and 11 
great-grandchildren. Dave farmed, 
was an auctioneer and owned and 
operated Dave Steidinger Shelling 
Service for many years in the Fair-
bury-Cropsey area. He served in the 
U.S. Army in 1964-65.  
 

The funeral of Dolores Haberkorn, 
91, was Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024 at 
the St. Peter & Paul Catholic 
Church, Chatsworth. Dolores passed 
away on Aug. 5. She lived in Fair-
view Estates before coming to Fair-
view Haven for a short time. Survi-
vors include two daughters, Jill 
(Robert) Dohman of Gibson City and 

Judy (Troy) Holmes of Gifford; six 
grandchildren; eight great-
grandchildren; one sister, Shirley 
(Erwin) Krumwiede of Beardstown; 
one brother-in-law, Lloyd Aberle and 
one sister-in-law, Luci Haberkorn. 
Dolores was a nurse, working at 
Fairbury Hospital in Obstetrics and 
Helen Lewis Smith Pavilion in Fair-
bury Hospital. She also worked for 
Dr. Hugh McIntosh in Piper City and 
Dr. T.F. Mauger in Chatsworth, Fair-
bury Medical Associates and at the 
Pontiac Correctional Center.  She 
later worked in the physical therapy 
department of Humiston Haven, 
Pontiac and then at Livingston Man-
or, Pontiac, from where she retired. 
 

Darrel Simpsen, 89, of Saybrook, 
passed away Monday, Aug. 26, 
2024, after a brief time at Fairview 
Haven. Darrelôs funeral was Aug. 30 
at St. Johnôs Lutheran Church, An-
chor. He is survived by his children, 
Shawn (Lorann) Simpsen of Colfax, 
Tanya (Phil) Donelson of Clinton, 
and Dane (Dawn) Simpsen of 
Colfax; five grandchildren; seven 
great-grandchildren; and one sister, 
Alberta Zachay of Minneapolis, MN. 
Darrel was a long-time farmer, family 
caregiver 

REFLECTIONS 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 

BOARDING the Amtrak train for a ride from Pontiac to Bloomington are (L-R): 
Joyce Blunier, Karen Hildreth, Leonard Maupin, Dee Koehl and Judy Anliker. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9 



 If you have any poems or short inspiring articles to contribute for Party Line, please send to Sally Fehr 
(sfehr@fairviewhaven.org) or drop them off at the Social Service office. They will be printed as space is available.  
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Thereõs a tingle of fall in the breeze today 
As it brushes over the brow; 
A bit of a bite; an awakening chill 
Which whispers of winter in every bough; 
And rushes and bustles the scurrying grasses 
As it hurries over the hill. 
 

And the sun shines a mellow golden glow 
Spreading thick over the trees; 
Like molten gold, dripping down, 
Gilding the shivering leaves. 
 

A taste of the tang of wood-smoke 
Heralds a nearby blaze, 
Smudging the brilliant cobalt sky 
With a greyish-purply haze. 
 

Amid its embers, the shrinking brown leaves, 
Wraiths of a summer by-gone, 
Sigh in the ashes like warm memories, 
Knowing their courses are run. 
 

Such are the seasons of menõs lives; 
So autumn steals over each one, 
With a bit of a bite, a gathering chill, 
Which speaks of winter to come; 
And experiences rustle like grasses beneath; 
As we near the crest of the hill. 
 

Banked in the heart, a kindling flame 
Burns with less vigor than youth. 
Memories smolder midst embers of yore; 
Gleaming coals of friendship and truth. 

And the flame of love leaps as we muse now and 
then, 
Of those who have gone before. 
 

Spilling like sunshine on withering leaves 
Is the glorious goodness of God; 
With the promise that never will He forsake, 
Who with His truth has been shod. 
 

As lifeõs autumn approaches, we need not fear; 
His presence is ever near.            ðSally J. Fehr 

 

CROSSING THE BAR 
Sunset and evening star, 
  And one clear call for me! 
And may there be no moaning of the bar, 
  When I put out to sea, 
 

But such a tide as moving seems asleep, 
  Too full for sound and foam, 
When that which drew from out the boundless deep 
  Turns again home. 
 

Twilight and evening bell, 
  And after that, the dark! 
And may there be no sadness of farewell, 
  When I embark; 
 

For thoõ from out our bourne of Time and Place 
  The flood may bear me far, 
I hope to see my Pilot face to face 
  When I have crossed the bar.         ðAlfred, Lord Tennyson 

AUTUMNõS APPROACH 
 

t ersonnel  

rofiles  

JESSICA HAGEMAN 
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Dave Blunier, Administrator 

 

 

 
 

Memorial Fund Report 
Contributions were received in the 

past few months in memory of:  
ǒ Dave Steidinger ǒ Larry Bachman 
ǒ Dolores Haberkorn ǒ Eldora Coggins 
ǒ Nancy Steffen 

 

 

 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 



 

Volunteers in the 

SPOTLIGHT ...  Featuring the hobbies and interests of residents 

 
NEWS FROM THE HAVEN ð PAGE 7 

 

Nick Kaeb 
has a  
special  

affinity with 
children. 
Here he is 
holding 
Emberlyn 
Stoller, 
daughter  
of Brandon 
and 
Lynette 
Stoller. 

ROBERTA MEYER is one of our very willing volunteers. 
Here she is cubing bread as the Good Neighbors of 
Fairview Haven food prepped for the food pantry. 

HARVEST 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 

mum bid raise will be $5. For items 
valued at over $500, the minimum bid 
raise will be $10. 

 

SETTING A MAXIMUM BID 
Do you want to know how to take 

the stress out of bidding? You can set 
a maximum bid amount and not worry 
about watching your bids. The soft-
ware will bid for you until it reaches 
the max amount you set. (No one else 
will be able to see your max bid 
amount or know that you set a max 
bid.) 
For example, if you wish to bid on 

a tricycle and the maximum amount 
you want to pay is $400, you can set 
your max bid to $400 and then forget 
about it. The system will gradually bid 
for you until other bidders stop bid-
ding or until the highest bid for the 
tricycle reaches $400. At that time, it 
will stop bidding for you.  
Hereôs how you set a max bid: 

When you click on a package to bid on 
it, click on BID MORE. In the win-
dow that pops up, on the bottom right, 
there is a green button that says SET 
MAX BID. Thatôs where you can set 
your max bid amount. 

 

BIDDING AS A GROUP 
If you are bidding with a group for 

an item such as a meal, please ask 
each person (or couple) to register as 
bidder on the auction website prior to 
close of the auction.  
This will be very helpful to expe-

dite the process of splitting the high 
bid between all the people in your 
group. If you have questions about 
this, please contact Anna B. 

 

FUND-A-NEED 
On the auction website, Fund-A-

Need is an easy option to donate di-
rectly without bidding on items. The 
current daily shortfall between what 
Medicaid pays and actual costs of care 
is $105 per person.  

 

AUCTION CLOSES THURSDAY  
AND HOW TO PICK UP ITEMS 
The auction closes at 8 PM on 

Thursday, Oct. 31. (PLEASE NOTE: 
Earlier closing time than in the 
past!! YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE 
TO BID ON FRIDAY, NOV. 1!!) 
Please plan to pick up your items 

on Friday, Nov. 1 from 3-8 PM in 
the north East Haven Condos garag-
es. Our auction team will be there to 
assist you.  
Bidders who are not able to pick up 

items on Friday may pick them up the 

following week. Please contact Anna, 
Rick or Sally AFTER 10 AM on Mon-
day, Nov. 4 if you werenôt able to pick 
up your items on Friday. (We will not 
be available to assist you on the week-
endðNov. 2-3.) 

 

BENEFIT SUPPER 
The Benefit Supper will be host-

ed from 4-7 PM on Friday, Nov. 1. 
Both carry-out and dine-in meals will 
be served from the Fairview Haven 
maintenance shed. Enter and exit the 
west doors. (See map inside this is-
sue.) 
The menu includes our delectable 

grilled pork loin and chicken (if 
youôve had it, you know it is delec-
table!), along with cheesy potato cas-
serole, green beans with bacon, fruit 
salad and rolls. And, of course, our 
delightful array of homemade pies! 
You can donate for the meal on the 

harvestofsharing.org auction page. 
Just click the package titled ñCarry-
Out or Dine-In Benefit Supper Dona-
tions.ò Please be aware that the soft-
ware requires us to set a donation 
amount for each meal, so the donation 
will appear in increments of $20. We 
would appreciate it if you are able to 
give even 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 
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Fairview 

Haven 

Newsletter 

Team 

We welcome the following members to our 
team: CNAs Ashley Hinsen, Kourtney 
Saltzman and Madyson Davis; Reese Mueller, 
life enrichment; Riley Dohman and Mariah 
Lanz, dining services; Brookelynn Lane-Berry, 
Con-nections caregiver; Bre Smith, Estates 
caregiver; and Madilyn Roth, SV homemaker. 

 

DAVEôS DESK 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6 

HOPE PERRY 

 

¢wL{I {¢9L5LbD9wΣ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ 

V O L U N T E E R V O I C E S 

more than the suggested donation. 
Cash or check donations may be put in 
the donation boxes near the food line. 

 

BENEFIT SUPPER  
VOLUNTEERS 
We recognize that the Harvest of 

Sharing Benefit would not be success-
ful without the many volunteers who 
assist us. We so much appreciate all 
you do! 
We are again utilizing online sig-

nups for volunteer assistance, both for 
donated food and volunteer positions 
on Friday evenings. 
Also we are asking pie bakers to 

cut pies and put them in disposable pie 
triangle containers before delivering 
them. Pie triangle containers may be 
picked up at the Fairview Haven re-

HARVEST 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7 

ception desk or at the Fairbury, Forrest 
and Cissna Park Apostolic Christian 
churches. 
If you have any questions, please 

talk to Lori Ifft or your church volun-
teer coordinators. 

 

THANK YOU SO MUCH! 
Proceeds from Harvest of Sharing 

benefit the Good Samaritan Fund of 
Fairview Haven, which assists in cov-
ering the costs for those who are una-
ble to pay for their own care. By your 
donation, you are helping to provide 
care for those who are veterans, lo-
cal businesspeople, teachers, com-
munity volunteers, parents and 
many others; those who built and 
nourished our surrounding commu-
nities in the past. Thank you so much 
for your support and prayers! Please 
continue to pray for Godôs blessings 
on our event. 
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and a member of St. Johnôs Lutheran 
Church, Anchor. 
 

Ronald Gentes, 97, of Chenoa, 
passed away Thursday, Aug. 29, 
2024. A private family service will be 
held at a later date. Ron came to live 
in the Fairview Haven community, 
along with his wife Barbara, in 2018. 
He is survived by his son, Tom Gen-
tes of Chenoa; two daughters, Janet 
Gentes of Laurinburg, NC and Gail 
Gentes of Prescott, AZ; two grand-
children and four great-grandchildren. 
Ron was a lifelong farmer and served 
in the U.S. Navy during World War II. 
 

Memorial services were held Friday, 
Sept. 20, 2024 at Cropsey United 
Methodist Church for James Abbey. 
Jim, 96, of Cropsey passed away 
Sept. 12. He was part of the Fairview 
Haven family since 2018. Surviving 
are his children: Sandy Mies of Fair-
bury, David (Margaret) Abbey of St. 
Petersburg, FL; Lynette (Jeff) Weber 
of Watseka, Jeff Abbey of Cropsey, 
Dawn (Roberto) Pagan of Bartonville, 
Julie (Tom) Saathoff of Kempton and 
Leslie Abbey of Normal; 20 grandchil-
dren; 30 great-grandchildren; three 

WEôRE EXCITED to introduce our new CNAs who recently 
completed our CNA training class. Here they are learning shaving 
techniques. At front (L-R) are: Jose Zavala and Mia McAllister.  

Back row: Abigail Valdez, Ashley Hinsen, Isabelle Buchenau 
and Abbey Bachtold. 

great-great-grandchildren, and a 
special friend, Neva Rohrer of Sibley. 
Jim was a fifth-generation farmer in 
the Belle Prairie Township area. He 
was a member of Cropsey United 
Methodist Church. 
 

Donna McCue, 91, of Fairbury, 
passed away Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. 
She joined the Fairview Haven family 
in December 2023. Her funeral was 
Sept. 19 at St. Andrews Catholic 
Church in Fairbury, where she was a 
member. Survivors include her chil-
dren, Mark (Jill) McCue of Bartlett, 
Patrick (Loretta) McCue of Goodfield, 
Kelli McCue of Fox Lake, Laura 
(William) McCue-Newport of East 
Peoria, Michael (Julie) McCue of Co-
nifer, CO, and Christopher McCue of 
Pontiac; 10 grandchildren; 11 great-
grandchildren and one sister, Mary 
Jane Ludwig of Freeport. Donna 
loved antiques and owned and oper-
ated ñBear-Le-Olde Antiquesò for 
over 25 years. She was creative and 
artistic and helped her husband, 
George (a long-time teacher), in his 
classroom with bulletin boards, chap-
eroning childrenôs events and serving 
as a room mother. 
 

Funeral services for Morris Rich, 91, 
of Saunemin, were held Thursday, 

Sept. 26, 2024 at Duffy-Baier-
Snedecor Funeral Home, Pontiac. 
Morris passed away Sept. 22, after 
having lived at Fairview Haven about 
four months. He is survived by his 
daughters: Debbie Rich and Diane 
(Thomas) Harfst, both of Saunemin; 
two granddaughters; his sister, Carol 
Stiles; and nieces and nephews. 
Morris had a 69-year career in farm-
ing and also was a seed dealer. 
 

Beth Maier, 88, passed away on 
Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, after a 
brief time at Fairview Haven. She 
lived in East Haven Condos. A 
graveside service was Sept. 28 at 
the South Apostolic Christian ceme-
tery. Surviving are her children: Sally 
(Larry) Bemount of Paxton and Mar-
cus (Patty) Maier of Forrest; four 
grandchildren; sister-in-law, Thelma 
Maier of Fairbury, niece, Carla 
(Curtis) Stoller of Gridley; and spe-
cial friend, Becki (Barry) Garard of 
Dunlap, TN. Beth was activities di-
rector for Helen Lewis Smith Pavil-
ion, Fairbury and later worked at 
Heritage Health in Bloomington. She 
also worked at State Farm, TWA and 
Honeggerôs.  
 

g g g 

MEMORY 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4 

CELEBRATING the 
Fourth of July are (L-
R): Dee Koehl, Marga-
ret Kaskavage, Karen 
Hildreth and Mila Zim-
merman. 

AT LEFT: Velda 
Huette and Laurel 
Aberle share a sweet 
moment. 
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Scenes From 

The Home ... 

THE FERRIS WHEEL let us experience child-like 
exuberance as we rode at the Fairbury Fair. Pictured 
here are: Mary Ann Wenger and Dianna Kester. 

BELOW: Even the little people enjoyed the Ice 
Cream Social (L-R): Oaklynn Kaeb, Clem Moser and 
Brecken Kaeb. At back (with backs to camera) are 
Quinn and Joan Zehr. 

VIRGINIA Hilti and Phil Hilti are shucking some of the delicious fresh 
sweet corn that was donated for our dining pleasure. 

BELOW: Ed and Thelma Harms celebrated their 71st anniversary. 

R I D I N G 
THE BUS to 
check out the 
harvest and 
take  combine 
rides are (at 
front L-R): 
Donna Edel-
man and Judy 
Anliker. At 
back: Dolores 
Zehr, Warren 
Zehr and Ruth 
Wessels. 


