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ABOVE LEFT: Mary Ann Wenger 
and her guests at the Ladiesô Banquet 
(L-R): Amy Underwood, Ellie Under-
wood, Jean Ann Wenger and Carol 
Wenger. 
ABOVE: Delores Headley and 

guests: Lynette Johnson, Linda 
Broquard and LuAnne Peiffer. 
AT LEFT: The Harms men (Paul, Ed, 

Dale, Duke and Neal) enjoyed the 
menôs cookout. 
BELOW: Malinda Hillman and Mar-

guerite Lorch at Kentucky Derby Day.  

LISTENING TO 
MUSIC in the 
courtyard were (L-
R): Patsy Kaeb, 
Paula Knapp, 
Joyce Blunier, 
Gloria Wettstein, 
Ernie Hofmann, 
David Wettstein 
and Delores Head-
ley. 
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ñRick Plattner, Director of Public Relations  
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THE FAIRVIEW HAVEN Farmersô Market was blessed to receive a grant from Compeer Financial, presented by Sarah Hoerner 
(far left) and Diane Harfst (far right). Receiving the grant are (L-R): Brenna Schneider, Rick Plattner, Will Zimmerman, Brandon Stoller 
and Luke Schneider. Come out to the Farmersô Market every Wednesday from 8-noon! 

SANDRA SCHNEIDER (center) retired after serving for 15 years, first 
as a nurse and then in social services. Pictured with her at her retirement 
reception are social services co-workers Sally Fehr and Anna Bahler. 

 



J   Welcome to Fairview Haven    J 
view Estates for rehab. 
 

Sandra Waibel was here for a 
time before her passing. Her obitu-
ary is on page 9. 
 

Darrell Hubble came to Daffodil 
Drive. He and his wife, Janet, live 
in LeRoy. 
 

Forrest resident Dorothy Beal 
passed away after a brief time 
here. Her obituary is on page 9.  
 

Barbara McCoy of Fairbury is 
here for rehabilitation. 
 

We welcome Kathryn Fehr from 
Fairbury for recuperation. 

Beatrice Olson came for rehabili-
tation. She has moved back to the 
Bloomington/Normal area. 
 

Martha Smith came from Fairview 
Estates. She passed away shortly 
after. Her obituary is on page 4. 

 

Patricia Wilken was here for a 
brief time before she passed away. 
Her obituary is on page 9. 
 

Janice Ifft came for recuperation. 
She has returned to her home in 
Fairbury. 
 

Fairview Estates resident Ray 
Arseneau, formerly of Champaign, 
moved to Angel Avenue. 
 

Steven Stortz moved in from Fair-
view Suites. Steve is formerly from 
Gridley. 
 

We welcome Linda Daniels from 
Fairbury where she lives with her 
husband, Phil. 
 

Brian Bounds was here for a short 
stay and, sadly, passed away. His 
obituary is on page 9. 
 

Wilbur Hofmann is here for rehab. 
He lives in Towanda with his wife, 
Jean. 
 

Mary Beth Maurer of Fairbury 
joined the Fairview Haven family. 
 

Wayne Eymann came from Fair-
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Marjorie celebrates 103rd! 

Harvest of Sharing 2025 

MARJORIE JOHNSON (left) is celebrating Kentucky Derby Day 
with Ullena Offenbacker. 
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lŉşŷņŉŴǟ ŅŬşǊ 0ħƈƪᴄȈ 0ļůǄ  בבב
Dave Blunier, Administrator 

 

 

 In Loving Memory Of . . .  
A memorial service was held for 
Shirley Hulse, 90, at Trinity Luther-
an Church, Fairbury, on Saturday, 
April 12, 2025. Shirley passed away 
April 4. She had lived at Fairview 
Haven since 2021. Surviving are her 
children, Deborah (Norm) Lopez, 
Linda (George) Guminski, both of 
Normal; and David Hulse of Paxton; 
five grandchildren; and four great-
grandchildren. Shirley was a home-
maker and worked in bookkeeping at 
various office in Fairbury, completing 
her career at Waltonôs Dept. Store. 
She was a member of the Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Fairbury. 
 

Robert óBobô Duis, 76, of Grant 
Park, passed away on Tuesday, 
April 8, 2025, after a short time here. 
A memorial service was held at the 
Knapp Funeral Home, Watseka, on 
April 16. Bob is survived by his chil-
dren: Julie (Dustin) Blunier of Hanna 
City, Robbie (Chelsea) Duis of Pe-
tersburg, Kate Duis of Cheverly, MD; 
and their mother, Paula (Wall) Duis 
of Champaign; five grandchildren; 
two sisters, Linda Ash and Kathy 
Anderson; nieces and nephew. Bob 
was a long-time grain farmer and 

cattle producer. He was involved in 
showing cattle on a state and nation-
al level.  
 

The funeral of Martha Smith, 95, 
was Thursday, April 25, 2025 at the 
First United Methodist Church in 
Fairbury. She passed away on April 
18, after being in the Fairview Haven 
family since 2022. Survivors include 
her daughters, Marcia (Jay) Walter 
of Fairbury, Jayne (Don) Trowitch of 
Fairbury, Kim Traub of Charleston, 
and Janet (Greg) Leake of Lexing-
ton; 11 grandchildren; 24 great-
grandchildren; and four great-great-
grandchildren. Martha was a farm-
wife and homemaker. She was a 
member of the Meadows Mennonite 
Church and then later attended the 
Methodist Church in Fairbury. 
 

Joseph R. Delaney Sr., 88, of For-
rest, passed away Sunday, April 20, 
2025, after a few months at Fairview 
Haven. His funeral was April 23 at 
St. Andrewôs Catholic Church in Fair-
bury. He is survived by his children, 
Joseph Jr. (Donna) of Fairbury, 
Debra (David) Artman of Hamilton, 
and Teresa (Mark) Bertram of Urba-
na; seven grandchildren; 12 great-

grandchildren and one great-great-
grandchild. Joseph started as a 
teacher in the Forrest-Strawn-Wing 
school district. He subsequently be-
came principal at Forrest and Strawn 
schools. After Prairie Central school 
district was formed, Joseph was the 
principal at Forrest and Chatsworth 
schools. After he retired, he served 
as principal at St. Paul school in 
Odell. He was a Korean-era veteran 
of the U.S. Navy. He attended St. 
Rose Church in Strawn and later St. 
Andrewôs Catholic Parish in Fairbury.  
 

Funeral services for Ruth Metz, 90, 
were held Saturday, May 10, 2025 at 
Apostolic Christian Church. Ruth 
passed away May 6, after living here 
since 2022. She is survived by her 
brother, Ben (Miriam) Metz of Fran-
cesville, IN; two sisters-in-law, Carol 
Metz of Huston, TX and Betty Metz 
of Salem, OR; and 20 nieces and 
nephews. She worked many years at 
Honeggerôs Hatcheries, Data Control 
and Bank of Fairbury. She also 
cared for her mother and brother, 
David. Ruth was a member of the 
Forrest Apostolic Christian Church. 
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BUBBLES N Cookies is always a fun time! Pictured here are (L-R): Ashley Varney, 
Barb Hall, Judy Anliker and Joyce Blunier. 

 



 If you have any poems or short inspiring articles to contribute for Party Line, please send to Sally Fehr 
(sfehr@fairviewhaven.org) or drop them off at the Social Service office. They will be printed as space is available.  
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Sometimes I feel useless. 
I once felt accomplished, serving others rather 

than needing to be served. I brought meals to people 
in need but now I canõt even make my own coffee, and 
sometimes my husband even helps me lift my cup. I 
can no longer stay alone. Nothing seems easy anymore 
and I look back on my days of independence with 
longing. At times, I feel I have little to offer. 
I know in my head that usefulness isnõt what the 

Christian life is all about. God doesnõt need me and I 
am not indispensable in the kingdomñnone of us are. 
God delights in us, not because of anything we bring 
or do, but simply because we are His beloved 
children. 
Additionally, usefulness is not for us to measure. 

God often uses us in ways that we never see or know. 
This life is not about our gloryñthe impact WE make 
on this worldñbut about Godõs glory. His grace is 
sufficient for us and His power is made perfect in 
our weakness. So when we look weak, we really are 
strong. (II Cor. 12) 
The dying dandelion reminds me of strength from 

seeming weakness. In its heyday, the dandelion is 
bright and rugged. It grows in harsh conditions, 
often in places where no sees or knows but God.  
Some people see it as unstoppable, its bright yellow 
petals visible from a distance.  
But, as it is dying, being stripped of its strength, 

the dandelion is often hard to see. It has given 
everything and there seems to be nothing left; the 
vibrant color that once defined it is gone. In this 

stage, it is preparing to reproduce, doing its most 
glorious work. 
Sometimes, like the dandelion, we feel we are 

most useful to God when we are sunny, strong and 
resilient. People notice us. But when our health 
changes and we feel delicate and dependent, we 
wonder what good our lives are. And society 
reinforces that doubt by ignoring the elderly, 
encouraging euthanasia, shunning the disabled, 
aborting the unwanted. It seems as though we must 
prove our usefulness for society to value us. And 
when we canõt, we may feel like a burden to others, 
wishing we could be more productive. 
But when does the dandelion do its most important 

work? When itõs frail and dying. When the fragile 
seeds are blown away by the wind. When itõs 
surrendered itself and is sowing seeds of new life. 
And the stronger the wind blows, the farther the 
seeds will goñto places that the lone flower could 
never have gone itself.  
In John 12:24, Jesus says, òVerily, verily, I say 

unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground 
and die, it abideth alone, but if it die, it bringeth 
forth much fruit.ó A grain of wheat may be useful 
and majestic when it stands tall and alone, but it 
doesnõt reproduce or bear fruit then. Its influence is 
only multiplied when it falls into the ground and dies 
é when itõs bruised and buried and the external 
kernel rots away underground, carrying the seeds of 
new life. 
When we die, whether it 

THE BEAUTY OF THE DANDELION 
 

t ersonnel  

rofiles  

BECCA MOSER 
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 Whatõs Happening ... Dixie Steidinger, 
Life Enrichment 

HOMESCHOOLERS in our Pen Pal program recently spent the day at Fairview Ha-
ven, meeting their resident pen pals and volunteering. 

 




