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JERRY HONEGGER is polishing up
his golfing skills with some competition from Jeni Gerber.
PHOTOS at top left: Junior
Volunteers were honored at a
luncheon. TOP (L-R) are: Kiley Steidinger, Carter Brown,
Wade and Lucas Steidinger.
LEFT CENTER are: Audrey,
Maria and Ellie Leman.
AT LEFT: Lots of ice cream
had to be cranked up for the
annual Ice Cream Social and
here are some of the ice
cream makers (L-R): Abram
Moser (back of head), Albert
Steffen, Derrick Steidinger,
Rich Stoller, Jeff Moser, Cora
Steidinger, Simon Steidinger,
Benjamin Steidinger and Jonathon Steidinger.
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We are nearing the time of our Annual Harvest of
Sharing Benefit Dinner/Silent Auction. It is a time of excitement and anticipation. It also encompasses a flurry of
energy and activity. There is much effort that goes into
this special event.
Perhaps you have wondered: How does something as
big as this even happen? Without getting too detailed, we
might just look at a few of the components.
The good news is that the Benefit Dinner/Auction is
not the action of a single individual. It involves a lot of
good old-fashioned teamwork. Much of this work begins
the summer before the Benefit as we begin to plan. Most
of us are familiar with the saying, “Many hands make light
work.” This really is the efforts of many hands whose labors allow us to host this blessed celebration. From the
planning and promoting, to the cooking, set-up, and cleanup, this event is a real blessing to
Fairview Haven.
I have often looked at it this
way: We ask our supporters to donate money or items for the auction.
We ask our volunteers to bake pies,
bring food and serve meals. We
look to our constituents to come and
eat our supper (food they may have
prepared or served), leave a donation, and bid on items at the auction
(which they may have funded or
donated). How could this even happen if it wasn’t for the wonderful

—Rick Plattner, Director of Public Relations

family we have at Fairview Haven? We couldn’t do it
without you and we wouldn’t want to try!
May God bless everyone’s efforts. We pray for a safe
and blessed event. Please join us for a wonderful meal and
fellowship. If all you can contribute is the widow’s mite,
we still want you to come and celebrate with us.
GOOD SAMARITAN UPDATE
Funding continues to be a concern and we are thankful for prayers and financial support to our Good Samaritan Fund to help us provide for each and everyone’s
needs. As we see the landscape of senior care changing,
we begin to wonder how homes will be able to survive. It
is so sweet to know that God is watching over us and
adding the increase. Thanks for your willingness to be
His hands and feet! It is great to be on your team!

A PIZZA PARTY in the Fairview Haven courtyard celebrated the blessing of an amazingly successful state survey. See Dave’s
Desk column for more details. And if you want to know what happened after the pizza party, visit Fairview Haven’s Youtube channel
and watch the ghost pepper eating challenge!

Harvest of Sharing coming soon!
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Harvest of Sharing is just around the corner! Take a look at the items online at
www.harvestofsharing.org or from the Harvest
of
Sharing
tab
at
www.fairviewhaven.org. The listing is updated frequently, so keep watching! Also see the
‘Sneak Preview’ insert in this newsletter.

AUCTION LOCATION
AT EAST HAVEN

The auction will again be held in East Haven Condos. Auction items will be displayed
in the large central commons room, in the
south garages and in the hallway leading to
the south garages. Entr ances to the Auction
will be the west entrance to the sunroom/
commons room and the west door to the south
garages. (See insert.) East Haven can be accessed by the sidewalk between East Haven
and Fairview Suites. Auction goers, please
don’t use the east (front) door at East Haven.
AN EFFICIENT crew is at work in the 2018 Harvest of Sharing carry-out servThat entrance is used for the East Haven ing line. Pictured (L-R) are: Pam Walder, Velma Rinkenberger, Roland Young,
dwellers and the auction team.
Mary Anne Young, Nathan Walder and (hidden) Denise Walder.
After closing the Auction, we plan to have
the auction check-out in the commons r oom until 9 pm. sneak preview.
Each year, we learn more how to streamline the process so
Proceeds of the 2019 Harvest of Sharing Benefit will be
we look forward to serving you more quickly and efficiently. used for the Good Samaritan Fund of Fairview Haven.
(We have a different system for printing this year to hopefully avoid the technical difficulties we had with the printer last PHONE-A-BID AND EMAIL-A-BID
Phone-A-Bid and Email-A-Bid will be offered again for
year.)
The north East Haven garages will be used for carry-outs. people outside the area or who are unable to come. if you
The Benefit Supper will be served in the Fairview Haven would like to use the service, you may register as a bidder
main dining room. Traffic going from the supper to the auc- and/or place a bid through the following email address: fairviewhaven1@gmail.com (Please note: This email address is
tion will be routed through Fairview Suites.
Parking will be in the Fairbury Apostolic Christian typically only used during auction time.) Or you may register
and bid by phone at 815-692-2572 (ask for Rick, Sally, Anna
Church parking lot.
or Dave).

AUCTION DATES/TIMES

The 2019 Auction will be open for bids from 10 am on
Wednesday, Oct. 30 thru 7:30 pm on Friday, Nov. 1. We encourage you to come in on Wednesday and Thursday so you
can peruse the items before the crowd arrives on Friday evening! See the flyer inside this issue of the newsletter for a

EMAIL AND TEXT BID NOTIFICATIONS

When registering for a bidder’s number, you will be
asked for your cell phone number and email address. A fter
the auction is closed and the winning bids are all entered in
the computer, you will reCONTINUED ON PAGE 4

 Welcome to Fairview Haven 

James Taylor was here for a
brief rehab stay. He has returned
to his home in Fairbury.
Barbara Ringger returned here
for some recuperation. She hopes
to return to her home in Gridley.
We welcome Daisy Bellot from her
home in Fairbury. Daisy was here
previously for a short-term stay.

Moving in from the Cissna Park
area is Lucille Knapp. Lucille is living in Daffodil Drive.

We were glad to have Iola Aberle
here for a short time before she
passed away. Her obituary is on
page 4.
Marjorie Stephens has come
from Fairview Estates to live in An-

gel Avenue.

Also Fairview Estates dweller
George Steidinger is here for
some recuperation.

Bob Billington came for a rehabilitation stay. He plans to return to
his home in Fairbury where he
lives with his wife, Donna.
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HARVEST

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

ceive a text message and/or email notifying you of any bids you may have
won (or if you didn’t win any). W inning
bidders who don’t have texting or email
or who prefer not to use this service will
be notified on Monday with a phone
call.

LATE CHECK-OUT AND
POST-AUCTION CHECK-OUT

Late check-out will be offered until 9 pm on Friday, Nov. 1 if you wish
to go home and return later when the
crowd has dissipated to pick up the
items you won. We are not able to offer
check-out on the weekend.
Post-Auction
Check-Out will
begin at 10 am on Monday, Nov. 4. If
you have not been notified by email or
text, you will receive a phone call. If
you wish to call in and check, call 815692-2572 and ask for Rick, Sally or

VELDA HISH (second from right) recently retired from environmental services. Pictured here with her are other laundry team members (L-R): Val Kaisner, Erin Carruthers and Anna Reis. We’ll miss you, Velda!!
Anna. Please wait to call until after 10
am to give us ample time to prepare to
answer your questions.

THANK YOU!!!

All Harvest of Sharing proceeds provide for the mission of the Good Samaritan Fund of Fairview Haven. The

Silent Auction and Benefit Supper have
become the largest single source of income for this fund. You can be assured
that your donations and volunteer work
make a difference in someone’s life!
Thank you for your support in prayers
and donations!!

In Loving Memory Of . . .

Funeral services for Robert “Bob”
Wenger, 90, were held Wednesday, Sep. 11, 2019 at Duffy-Pils Memorial Home, Fairbury. Bob had
moved to Serenity Villa earlier this
year. He passed away Sept. 7, 2019.
Surviving him are his wife, Mary Ann
Wenger of Fairbury; daughter, Terri
(Richard) Wells of Jensen Beach,
FL; sons, Dennis (Carol) Wenger
and Michael (Jean Ann) Wenger,
both of Fairbury; 10 grandchildren;
and 16 great-grandchildren. Bob was
a lifelong farmer in the Fairbury area
and custom shelled corn for over 20
years. He was known for the line of
carousel horses in his field on Route
24 that brightened commuters’ lives.

The funeral of Arlene Walter, 88,
was Monday, Sept. 23, 2019 at the
Fairbury Apostolic Christian Church,
where she was a member. Arlene
passed away on Sept. 19. She
moved to Fairview Estates in fall
2018 and later to Fairview Haven.
Surviving are one son, Dale (Kathy)
Walter of Fort Wayne, IN; one
daughter, Carol (Tom) Glotfelty of
Buford, GA; three grandchildren; and
four great-grandchildren. Arlene was
employed as a legal secretary for

Henry Phillips Attorney at Law in
Fairbury for over 32 years.

Merle Holmes, 88, of Fairbury,
passed away Saturday, Sept. 21,
2019. A graveside service was held
Sept. 26. Merle had lived at Fairview
Haven since 2018. Survivors include
his wife, JoAnn of Fairbury; twin sister, Marge Black of Clearmont, FL;
and many nieces and nephews.
Merle was a veteran of U.S. Army,
serving during the Korean Conflict.
He was an industry foreman for the
Illinois Department of Corrections,
retiring after 22 years. He belonged
to Trinity Lutheran Church, Fairbury.

Rosalee Kearney, 87, of Gridley,
passed away Saturday, Sept. 21,
2019. A funeral mass was held Sept.
25 at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in
El Paso. Rosie had been part of the
Fairview Haven family since 2015
and, more recently, lived at Serenity
Villa. She is survived by her three
daughters, Margie (Denny) Stauter
of Gridley, Linda (Steve) Schrader of
Peoria and Kelly (Paul) Schuler of
Lexington; eight grandchildren; and
one great-grandson. Rosie was
known for her Irish wit and was immensely proud of her Irish heritage.

She was of the Catholic faith.

Fairbury resident Iola Aberle, 85,
passed away on Sunday, Sept. 29,
2019. Her funeral was Oct. 3 at First
Baptist Church, Fairbury. Iola was at
Fairview Haven for a brief time. Surviving are her husband, Robert
Aberle of Fairbury; two daughters,
Kelli (Josh) Maquet and Lynette
(Darin) Bazzell, both of Fairbury; four
grandchildren; sister, Phyllis Gerdes
of Fairbury. Iola was a bookkeeper
for Fairbury Medical and cared for
her ailing mother for nine years.

Funeral services for Leona Steffen,
99, formerly of Forrest and Gibson
City, were held at Forrest Apostolic
Christian Church on Tuesday, Oct.
8, 2019. Leona passed away Oct. 3.
She and her husband, Mel, moved
into the Fairview Haven community
in 2017. He passed away in December 2018. Surviving her are her
brother, David (Ethel) Wiegand of
Forrest; sister, Virginia Hilti of Pontiac; and many nieces and nephews.
Leona and Mel owned and operated
Mel’s Market in Gibson City and Melvin for over 30 years. She was a
member of the Forrest Apostolic
Christian Church.
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THE MAN AND THE BIRDS
Borrowed from Apostolic Christian Resthaven News

The following modern parable was related by
Paul Harvey every Christmas on his popular radio
program, “Paul Harvey’s News and Comment.” May
its message bring the true reason for Christmas
close to your heart this wonderful season.
You know, THE Christmas Story, God born in a
manager, often escapes modern people. Perhaps
because they seek complex answers to their
questions and this one is so utterly simple. So for
the cynics and the skeptics and the unconvinced I
submit a modern parable.
Now the man to whom I’m going to introduce
you was not a Scrooge; he was a kind, decent,
mostly good man, generous to his family and
upright in his dealings with other men. But he just
didn't believe in the incarnation. It just didn’t
make sense and he was too honest to pretend
otherwise. He just couldn't believe the story
about Jesus, about God coming to Earth as a man.
“I’m truly sorry to distress you,” he told his
wife, “but I’m not going with you to church this
Christmas Eve.” He said he’d feel like a hypocrite.
That he’d much rather just stay at home, but
that he would wait up for his family. So he stayed
and his family went to the midnight service.
Shortly after the family drove away in the car,
snow began to fall. He went to the window to
watch the flurries getting heavier and heavier
and then went back to his fireside chair and
began to read his newspaper. Minutes later, he
was startled by a thudding sound. Then another,
and then another. At first, he thought someone
must be throwing snowballs against his living room

P

window. But when he went to the front door to
investigate, he found a flock of birds huddled
miserably in the snow. They’d been caught in the
storm and, in a desperate search for shelter, had
tried to fly through his large picture window.
He couldn’t let the poor creatures there to
freeze and he remembered the barn where his
children stabled their pony. That would provide a
warm shelter for the birds if he could direct
them to it. Quickly he put on a coat and boots and
tramped through the deepening snow to the barn.
He opened the doors wide and turned on a light,
but the birds did not come in.
He thought food would entice them. So he
hurried back to the house, fetched breadcrumbs,
sprinkled them on the snow, making a trail to the
wide open door of the barn. But to his dismay, the
birds ignored the breadcrumbs and continued to
flap helplessly in the snow. He tried catching
them. He tried shooing them into the barn by
walking around them, waving his arms. Instead,
they scattered in every direction, except into the
warm barn.
And then he realized that they were afraid of
him. To them, he reasoned, I am a strange and
terrifying creature. If only I could think of some
way to let them know that they can trust me,
that I am not trying to hurt them, but to help
them. But how? Any move he made tended to
frighten and confuse them. They just would not
follow. They would not be led or shooed because
they feared him.
“If only I could be a
CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

If you have any poems or short inspiring articles to contribute for Party Line, please send to Sally Fehr
(sfehr@fairviewhaven.org) or drop them off at the Social Service office. They will be printed as space is available.

ersonnel
rofiles

Amanda Bee LPN is one of our
caring nurses. She has been working
at Fairview Haven since 2016.
Amanda says, “I love the homey
atmosphere. The care is the best. I
treat each person how I want my own

family treated.” She also says, “I’m
glad to have communication between
all departments; it helps everything
runs smoothly.”
Amanda lives in Chenoa with her
husband, Scott. They have four
children, Steven, Samantha, Zachary
and Alexis, and three grandchildren,
Haylee, James and Carly.
Amanda enjoys riding motorcycles
with her husband and sons and
travelling on cruises with her family.

AMANDA BEE

Thoughts from Dave’s Desk ...
Dave Blunier, Administrator

Greetings from Dave’s Desk!
“But Moses' hands were heavy; and they took a stone, and
put it under him, and he sat thereon; and Aaron and Hur
stayed up his hands, the one on the one side, and the other on
the other side; and his hands were steady until the going
down of the sun.” —Exodus 17:12
I am guessing that 2019 will be a year etched in the memories of the team at Fairview Haven for many years to come.
On Tuesday, Sept. 3 in the 8:00 morning hour, we were
alerted by our faithful “surveyor spotter” that an Illinois Department of Public Health surveyor or two had been spotted
in our lovely community of Fairbury, IL.
Not to brag or anything, but honestly, for the first time
ever, I didn’t even need a heads-up this year. See, I actually
was predicting that this would be the day. (Full disclosure –
this is the FIRST time my prediction was ever right!) I had

“Great
picture of
Alton and
Sally
Schieler
and their
children,
Donna,
Marlene,
Sandra,
Duane and Harvey. They were our neighbors when I was
growing up and I enjoyed seeing it.” —Joann Zehr of
Fairbury
“This picture is the Schieler family—Alton and Sally
in front. Donna (deceased), Marlene (Kupferschmid),
Sandy (Stoller), Duane and Harvey in back.” —MaryEtta
Mullen of Fairbury
“This is a picture of Alton and Sally Schieler and their
dear family! Donna, Marlene, Sandy, Duane and Harvey.
Seeing this picture brings back so many memories!” —
Marsha Fehr of Fairbury
“I see this is the Schieler family. I recognize Marlene
and Duane.” —Liz Custer of Forrest
“That is Alton and Sally Schieler and their children.
They were our neighbors for six years back in the ‘60s.
Good people! I helped Sally in her garden and Dennis
helped milk their cows when they were on vacation.” —
Elsie Evelsizer of Fairbury
“The photo in the News From the Haven is Alton and
Sally Schieler, Donna, Marlene Kupferschmid (late sister
-in-law), Sandy Stoller, Duane, Harvey.” -Robin Kupferschmid of Forrest
“Mystery photo: Donna Schieler, Marlene Kupferschmid, Sandy Stoller, Duane Schieler, Harvey Schiel-
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worked the day prior (Labor Day) to
make sure that my trusty binder with
all the information the surveyors ask
for upon entering our facility was up to date and ready to go!
Well, sure enough, about 15-20 minutes later, as I eagerly
watched out my window, a host of vehicles all pulled into the
parking lot at once and human-like villains began exiting their
vehicles and pulling out their rolling briefcases and marching
towards our main entrance.
OK, so I am dramatizing a little bit and yes, I know, I’m
not very good at it. I didn’t pay real close attention in writing
class as you are already well aware if you are a regular reader
of my column.
(Actually, I should just turn this column over to our
team’s novel writer, Brandon Stoller. He wrote an excellent
novel about the survey process not long ago, but unfortunately has not given me permission to share it.)
Sorry, got a little sidetracked there!
So — back to the story — on
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

er and their parents. I don’t know how many hours have
been donated by them, but I know it is a LOT!” -Sandra
Schneider of Fairbury
“The family pictured in the Photo Puzzler is Alton and
Sally Paternoster Schieler and their children: Donna,
Marlene Kupferschmid, Sandy Stoller, Duane and Harvey.” -John and Sally Schaffer of Fairbury
Nick
Kaeb of Fairbury
also
recognized
the Schieler
family.
Clues:
This gentlemen is from
the
Cissna
Park area. In
this photo, he
was serving
in the Army.
He and his
wife
had
twelve children
and
raised them
on a dairy
farm. He is
now part of the Fairview Haven family and enjoys his
large family of grandchildren and great-grandchildren!
Please send your guesses to: Editor, News From The
Haven, 605 N. Fourth, Fairbury, IL 61739; or e-mail to
sfehr@fairviewhaven.org or drop off at Social Services.

Tips for avoiding scams
EDITOR’S NOTE: Now and then we
hear of people within our Fairview Haven
family who have been targeted by scams.
The following article gives some advice
for avoiding this problem.

By Kerry Burnight Ph.D As the cofounder of the nation’s first Elder Abuse
Forensic Center, I’ve seen first-hand how
perpetrators can steal thousands of dollars from older adults. Financial exploitation among older adults is a $37 billion
industry and is growing every day.
Here are a few tips on how to help
people avoid financial exploitation:
1. Understand how people are
scammed. The IRS will never contact
people for money by mail, email or over
the phone, but scammers use these mediums to aggressively threaten seniors. By
stealing money, scammers are taking
away the security they need as they get
older as well as their dignity, because
shame is associated with being scammed.
2. Check in daily and speak directly
about calls, mail, email and internet
scams. My mother is 90 year s old. We
live near one another and I see her often,
but I also reach out to her every day to
check in. These calls and video calls
have three factors: allow time, be specific
and do not over react.
When you are fully present and not
rushed, you show other people in your

life that you value the conversation.
Make the most of your time with them
and encourage others in their lives to
keep in regular contact.
Next, be specific. Direct questions
elicit direct responses.
Ask, “Have you received any unusual calls, mail or emails?” and then talk
about how commonly this occurs.
If the person seems to have fallen
prey to a scammer or has come close to
doing so, do not be judgmental. No adult
likes to be parented or shamed. The
shame rests with the criminal. Together,
you and the person can take steps to ensure that it doesn’t happen again.
3. Recognize the roles of isolation
and loneliness. We have the honor of
being with older adults every day. The
strength, wisdom, intelligence and compassion of those ahead of me is inspiring
to me. Many older adults endure the
death of a spouse, live with acute and
chronic medical conditions, and have
mobility and transportation limitations.
These realities can contribute to loneliness, a key risk factor for financial exploitation. Research shows that 43% of
older adults report feeling lonely — defined as wanting more social interaction
than they currently have.
Criminals prey on lonely older adults

Volunteers in the
SPOTLIGHT ...

JILL WENGER (right) and her grandchildren, Clayton and
Kezia Wenger, are among our faithful laundry folding
volunteers. If you are interested in helping out, contact
volunteer coordinator Trish Steidinger.

NEWS FROM THE HAVEN — PAGE 7

by showering them with time and attention. To break this cycle, proactively
reach out and connect with older adults.
Make sure they are realizing the potential
senior living benefits that community
living is designed to offer against loneliness and isolation.
4. Consider using video calls. Video
calls can be a great way to battle scammers together. I was conducting a video
call with someone, and she held up a
piece of mail that said “IRS” but looked
suspicious. She held the fake IRS letter
up so we could read it together, and she
felt empowered when she threw it in the
garbage, where it belonged. Empowerment leads to prevention.
5. Do your research, and find a secure device. Accor ding to a 2016 r eport from the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, elder exploitation is a public health problem. With secure technology — that is, a closed network of friends and family — exploitation can be avoided.

We welcome the following
members to our team: CNAs Christy
Schopp and Andrea Teubel; RN Gina
Johnson; SV caregivers, Bobbi Earing
and Courtnie Davis.

Featuring the hobbies and interests of residents

Mary Bane rolls out delicious sugar cookies.
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DAVE’S DESK

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

Tuesday, Sept. 3 at approximately 8:50
AM, a team of five Illinois Department
of Public Health surveyors entered our
front door. I immediately cuffed them,
chained them up and dragged them to
the conference room where I secured
their shackles to the huge wrecking ball
chained to the floor. HA! Just kidding!
What actually happened is this: I
introduced myself and meekly led them
to the conference room, handing them
the wrecking ball to use at their discretion. As I was heading back to my office
to wait on the team leader to meet with
me, I stopped by Lila’s
office. We vowed that
we were going to re-

main calm, that we would give it all we
have to be non-confrontational this
year. (That’s kinda like saying when a
lion is coming towards you and roaring
that you will just simply sit there and
remain calm.)
It was a full 40 minutes before the
team leader came to my office to go
over the survey process with me. I was
beginning to think maybe they slipped
out the back door. Yeah, not so lucky!
The survey was officially underway.
We made it through the first day
basically without incident. That’s pretty
typical I’d say, they are always quiet on
the first day. It’s the second and third
day that you really have to be on guard.
This is when the claws come out.

As I kissed my wife good-bye on
Wednesday morning, I told her, “This is
the day!” fully anticipating a high
stress, knock-me-down, beat-me-up,
stomp-on-me kinda day! Well, the
morning passed without much interaction. Noon came and we were getting
nervous – why were they so quiet?
They questioned us about a couple
things, but nothing major seemed to be
popping up – what was going on?
I think it was around 3 or 3:30 when
the team leader asked if he could meet
with me. Yep, here we go – I was saying a quick prayer as I walked to a quiet
spot with him. We sat down and the
first words out of his mouth were:
“We’re goCONTINUED ON PAGE 9

VOLUNTEERS helping us complete a big
mailing project are (L-R):
Colleen Walter, Marilyn
Fortna, Pat Hartman and
Helen Voeste.

Fairview
Haven
Newsletter
Team
Editor
Sally Fehr

Mailing
Dixie Steidinger
Dianna Kester

Production Staff
Phyllis Eilers
Helen Fehr
Marilyn Fortna
Juanita Fritchley
Pat Hartman
Nick Kaeb
Sal Markwalder
Colleen Walter
Betty Wiegand

V OLUNTEER V OICES
TRISH STEIDINGER, Volunteer Coordinator
On Sept. 10, Fairview Haven was bustling
with active energy. Eighteen ladies worked
hard to make our home shine. Participating in
our fall cleaning day were: Lynn Dotterer,
Mary Bachtold, Paulette Zimmerman, Lori
Leman, Shay Stork, Linda Anliker, Carol Edelman, Molly Zimmerman, Loretta Zimmerman,
Denise Leman, Barb Mashburn, Bev Young,
Sara Moser, Erinn Steidinger, Jane Brown,
Kathy Banwart, Lanae Hartman and Bethany
Edelman.
Six more volunteers came in the evening
before and got a great head start on the cleaning. These volunteers were: Clint and Jenny
Steffen, Debbie Steffen, Nathan and Jennifer
Teubel and Aidan Teubel.
A very special “thank you” to each one who
helped! So much was accomplished in one
evening and one day with everyone working
together. If this is something you would be
interested in helping with in the future, please

let us know. We would be delighted to add you
to our fall cleaning list!
* * * * *
Some new volunteering opportunities are
available at Serenity Villa. We would like volunteers to fold laundry or bake with the Serenity Villa neighbors. For laundry folding, volunteers would be welcome any day, Monday
through Friday anytime from 1-3 pm. For baking, the time would be weekdays anytime from
10-10:30 am. We will have ingredients and recipes available, but if you have a dessert recipe
you would like to use, they would welcome a
dessert for their lunch meal as long as that was
planned in advance. Let us know if this interests
you.
As always, please contact Trish at tsteidinger@fairviewhaven.org or 815.692.6726 if you
are interested in volunteering at Fairview Haven or Serenity Villa in any capacity. We can
use your help!

DAVE’S DESK
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ing to be leaving this afternoon.”
Fully prepared to passionately argue
with him, I was stopped in my tracks!
Leaving TODAY? He then proceeded
to say, “We’ve found a few issues that
we have talked to your department managers about.” So I got my pen and paper
ready to write down the tags they would
be writing this year. He started going
over the few things as I was feverishly
writing notes.
As he concluded our conversation,
he stated: “None of these issues rise to
the level of concern and we will not be
writing anything.” WAIT? Did he really
just say they will not be writing ANYTHING? Yep, he did. I thanked him, to
which he replied “Don’t thank me;
thank yourself!”
That comment really struck me. I
was really touched that a surveyor
would recognize the effort we pour into
Fairview Haven to do the right thing
every day. Oh, we make a lot of mistakes, but we strive to grow from them
and, by God’s grace, and the residents
are generally very satisfied with the
care they receive at Fairview Haven.
That is actually why we believe the

survey process this year was so great.
They interviewed many of our residents
and family members and, when they
found that everyone was happy and well
cared for, they really couldn’t dig any
deeper. Kudos to a survey team who did
the right thing!
So back to the statement “thank
yourself.” I have mulled that over in my
mind several times since he said it.
I thought of Moses. He was a great
leader and one to look at as an example
of a good leader. But you know, Moses
would not have been the leader he was
without two things – 1) the hand of God
and 2) the help of others. We read in
Exodus 17:12 that Moses needed Aaron
and Hur to hold up his hands during the
battle. If they had not been there, the
battle would have been lost.
Like Moses, as the leader of Fairview Haven, I, first of all, need the
grace of God. I pray every day that He
will give me the wisdom and discretion
to handle whatever challenges are in
store for me that day.
And second, I need my team to
stand by my side and “hold up my
hands” when the battle is tough. I cannot thank God enough for the amazing
team He has blessed me with at Fairview Haven. Thanks to the Lord, for
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calling people to this amazing work we
have before us at Fairview Haven; not
only for the great management team He
has put in place, but every team member at Fairview Haven - those who assist residents with daily cares, those
who clean their toilets, those who wash
and take such good care of their clothes,
those who create meals for them, those
who keep them engaged with things that
bring them purpose and joy, those that
manage their medications. Oh how
blessed we are to have team members
who really do have a heart for those
they serve!
I am also thankful for a Board of
Directors that is passionate about the
mission of this organization. I appreciate the support they show the team at
Fairview Haven.
You can also play the part of Aaron
and Hur. Pray for our team, lend your
support through volunteering and encouraging words. If you don’t understand decisions we are making, come
talk to us. Not only is this a tough profession but, as a ministry striving to
glorify God, Satan will daily attack us.
Join us in our battle as we strive by the
grace of God to provide a Haven for
valued seniors!

Memorial Fund Report

Recent purchases are: lifelike cats.
Contributions were received in the
past few months in memory of:
● Valerie Mueller
● Warren Ulfers
● Rosie Kearney

● Earl Gerber
● Bob Wenger
● Arlene Walter

PARTY LINE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

ABOVE LEFT:
Joelle Bachtold
played ukulele for
a luau at Serenity
Villa while (at
right): Teresa
Franey and Allie
Zimmerman listen.
ABOVE RIGHT:
Katie Fehr and
Rosie Kearney
model grass skirts.

bird,” he thought to himself,
“and mingle with them and speak
their language. Then I could
show them the way to the safe,
warm barn. But I would have to
be one of them so they could see
and hear and understand.”
At that moment, the church
bells began to ring. The sound
reached his ears above the noise
of the wind. And he stood there
listening to the bells — O Come
All Ye Faithful — listening to
the bells pealing the glad tidings
of Christmas.
And he sank to his knees in
the snow.

Scenes From
The Home ...
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LYDIA Kaisner, Lily Blunier, Lynette
Edelman, Myra Edelman and Jeana Waibel came for the Jr. Volunteer luncheon,
as well as (below) one of the littlest volunteers, Liberty Blunier (and dad, Dave.)

BEING APPRECIATED at the Jr. Volunteer luncheon are (L-R): Kori Buscher, Lily
Leman, Carson Leman, Jayna Leman, Jodi Slagel, Rustin Slagel and Denise Leman.

WE HAD a lovely evening and a large crowd for the annual Ice Cream Social. Deer
Fry International (pictured above) provided music for the event.

MARJORIE WITZIG, Roberta Meyer
and Sue Coldren (back) enjoy the Ice
Cream Social.

at

The
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Hello from all of us here at Serenity
Villa! It’s hard to believe we moved in
one year ago already! Time flies when
you’re having fun. I can clearly remember my first day working here (one of
the first days). I unknowingly ran a
Kleenex through the washing machine
with a load of clothes and soon there
were Kleenex shreds floating all over
the laundry room. That first day, there
were only a few people residing here
and I remember leaving at the end of
the day and wondering, with my
coworker, how were we going to do it
all with 22 people residing here?!
But here we are, one year later already! We’ve added many new faces to
our team and our family. We’ve faced
bigger obstacles than Kleenexes in the
laundry room, but we are also learning
how to work together through them.
Each day requires teamwork, communi-

cation and problem solving!
One of the things our team is really
working on is the language we use in
this home (which is part of our bigger
goal of Serenity Villa being a household
rather than an institution). One of the
words we are trying to avoid using is
room. We instead refer to them as
apartments. Another word we are trying
to change is resident. This may take
some time to change, but we want to
refer to those that live here as neighbors
rather than residents. If you happen to
visit and hear us say room or resident,
feel free to correct us!
We are so appreciative of all of our
volunteers here at the Villa! Our Ladies
Tea biweekly and Men’s Coffee Hour
once a week are both highlights for the
neighbors here. Thanks to the men and
women who come in and help with that!
A couple other favorites are music

ART WALTER displays some of his
completed work on a no-sew tie blanket.
and little children. We appreciate those
of you who bring these to us! If you
are ever interested in volunteering and
interacting with the neighbors here, we
could use help at times with laundry,
some cleaning tasks, or any activity
that you would have to bring in or help
with here (cooking, crafts, sewing,
woodworking, etc.).
We are also looking for some more
(1 ½ -2 yard) pieces of fleece material
for the no-sew Healing Blankets we
like to tie here. The blankets are given
with love through Fairview Haven’s
Good Neighbor program to people in
the community who may need encouragement and support.

FILLING the wooden planter boxes in
the Serenity Villa courtyard are (L-R):
Jerry Honegger, Jeni Gerber, Art Walter,
Barb Hall and Billie Waddell. Henry Steffen created the planter boxes for us.
BELOW: We had opportunity to watch
concrete being poured nearby for a new
parking lot. Pictured are: Janice Nussbaum, Barb Hall, Katie Fehr, Nancy
Hauptli, Mary Ann Wenger, Joyce Crews
and Teresa Franey.
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An old man found a box in his wife’s closet filled with two doilies and $25,000.
He asked her about it and she said, “I was told the secret to a happy marriage was to never argue
and to crochet a doily if I ever got angry.”
Amazed to see only two doilies after so many years, he said, “But what about the money?”
She replied, “That’s the money I made from selling doilies!”
-Contributed by Velda Hish

H A P P Y B I R T H D AY !
NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
09 - Lorene Boner
09 - Elmer Kaeb
09 - Duane Schneider
13 - Charles Sasse
14 - Jim Abbey
17 - Harvey Traub
20 - Marilyn Kellar
21 - John Tollensdorf

24 - Rosetta Stoller
26 - John Nance
27 - Lucille Knapp
28 - Dorothy Dassow

It is the policy of Fairview Haven to give equal
opportunity to all qualified persons without
regard to race, color, religion, sex, marital
status, disability, national origin or age.

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
09 - Gladys Koehl
14 - Goldia Sasse
15 - Marjorie Meyer
17 - Helen Fehr
18 - Diane Rieger
26 - Velma Koehl
28 - Dorothy
Householder

NOVEMBER — Grace Chaplin (3); Joelle Bachtold (7); Kristy Thilmony (7);
Laura Kovach (8); Debbie Hardesty (9); Sarah Bellot (10); Kelsey Edelman (12);
Vickie Powell (13); Rebecca Turnipseed (14); Dianna Kester (22); Kathy Abels
(22); Lori Rhodes (25); Brianna Seeman (26).
DECEMBER— Harmony Zimmerman (2); Kendra Witheft (4); Sheila Powers
(6); Shannon Erwin (9); Margaret Kaskavage (10); Jessica Ifft (10); Nicole
Dzwonkoski (11); Shay McDonald (16); Allie Zimmerman (18); Tammy Streib
(22); Trish Steidinger (22); Kristin Slagel (22); Faith Stettler (23); Elizabeth
Baxter (24); Dixie Steidinger (26); Jared Blunier (28); Courtney Miller (28).

31 - Jerry Honegger

